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Small Business of the Year Award Winner for Small Non-Profi t – Ultimate Veteran Adventures
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STAFF

55 N. Mulberry St.
Mansfi eld, OH 44902
Phone: (419) 522-3211 
Fax: (419) 526-6853

info@richlandareachamber.cominfo@richlandareachamber.com

Dear Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development Partners,

Happy New Year! Here’s to the start of an outstanding 2026!

We are so grateful for YOU! Our business community, community leaders and non-profi t 
organizations are the heart and soul of Richland County and the work we do. Your support 
of our work at the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development, Richland Community 
Development Group and Mansfi eld-Richland Area Educational Foundation is critical and 
we wouldn’t be here without you. Thanks to your membership, fi nancial support and 
partnerships, we were able to accomplish together the 2025 Highlights below and share 
some exciting new additions for 2026!

2025 Highlights: Legislative After Hours at Kingwood Gardens; Richland Area Community 
Guide; Mayoral Vision; Putting on the Ritz Annual Meeting and Excellence Awards; 
“Unleash the Pawsibilities” Business Expo, Business Professionals Day w/Quiz showdown; 
Sold out Annual Golf Outing at Deer Ridge; Inspirational and Eff ective Speakers at our 
Leadership Luncheons and BOSS (Business Owners Seeking Solutions) Internship 
Blueprint seminar; HR Professionals Event; Over 500 registered for a bigger than ever 
Savor & Sip; Ribbon Cuttings; Chamber Coff ees at The Renaissance Performing Arts 
Theatre, Richland Source, Music Academy of Karate and Empowerment. After surveying 
participating businesses, we moved Small Business Saturday up a week which provided 
a lot more traffi  c and holiday shopping dollars spent locally to support our wonderful 
businesses. Small Business of the Year Awards Luncheon was a great success as well with 
a large turnout and some fantastic fi nalist videos, watch them here!

In 2026, we’ve had extensive growth in our economic development initiatives and 
partnerships! Thanks to the support and leadership of Richland County Commissioners, 
the Richland County Port Authority was created! This important economic development 
tool provides support for large projects in the area. Special thanks to Mayor Perry for her 
support of this new addition to the area, as well! 

With an increased focus to support businesses during construction in Downtown Mansfi eld, 
the team created a dynamic targeted workshop, hosted our Member Appreciation Event & 
Membership 101 at the beautiful Hudson and Essex, participated in the Richland Source 
Neighbors Helping Neighbors program, as well as a number of other initiatives. 

Elevated Business After Hours were extremely well attended at Snow Trails, Wishmaker Inn 
Bed and Breakfast, Business Expo, Buff alo Wild Wings, and Buckeye Imagination Museum. 
Engaging speakers presented at the Economic Forecast Breakfast, Regional Economic 
Development Forum at the Blueberry Patch, Manufacturers Appreciation Month kick-off  and 
RCDG Leadership Development Forums. The Business Advocacy Committee has made 
great progress in refi ning top area priorities. The year has been packed full of value-added 
successful events for our members and community! 

Discover Richland, Leadership Unlimited, Engage Richland, Leader Richland, Mentorships 
and technology camps have grown and continue to be a huge hit! EmployMEpalooza, 
Aviation Career Days at the Mansfi eld Lahm airport and expanded funding for training 
grants for Richland County businesses bolstered Workforce Development opportunities!

Ellen Heinz, M.Ed., OhioCED
President & CEO

Angie Cirone
Director of Education Foundation & 
Professional Development
Phone extension  103

Donnie Clark
Economic Development Project Manager - 
Richland County

Lisa Duckworth
Director of Programs, Events & Facility 
Operations
Phone extension  105

Angie Fanello
Member Engagement & Special Projects 
Coordinator
Phone extension 107

Jessica Gribben
Economic & Community Development 
Director
Phone (419) 342-4159

Kathy Fox
Front Offi  ce & Community Sectors 
Coordinator
Phone extension 100

Clint Knight
Director of Workforce Development/Area 
10 Workorce Dev. Board Administrative 
Director
Phone extension 112

Jill Gantt
Workforce Development Coordinator

Sandy Messner
Director of Marketing & Communications
Phone extension  104

Evan Stuart
Marketing & Legislative Aff airs Coordinator
Phone extension  115

Barrett Thomas
Senior Economic Development Director
Phone extension  111

Tom Vanderhorst
Finance Specialist

Jennifer Wagner
Director of Membership, Retention, 
Engagement & Recruitment Services
Phone extension  110

Happy New Year, Richland County!
Ellen Heinz, M.Ed., OhioCED
President & CEO

https://www.linkedin.com/company/richland-area-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.youtube.com/TheMRACOC
https://www.instagram.com/richlandareachamber/
https://twitter.com/RichlandAreaCh
https://www.facebook.com/richlandareachamber
https://www.youtube.com/TheMRACOC


BrandRichland partners continued to work on impactful marketing initiatives and outcomes. We launched “The Economic 
Edge” – a quarterly Economic Development Newsletter, click here to sign up! 

NEW IN 2026: We are excited to share THREE new off erings we’ll have in 2026: Chamber Member Guardians Baseball 
Game Event w/a Comfortable, Accessible Bus, Club-level, All-You-Can-Eat Seating – May 15th; National Inspirational 
and Motivational Speaker Damon West – Author of “The Coff ee Bean – A Simple Lesson to Create Positive Change” 
on August 5th! Tickets will go on sale in early 2026 and both are anticipated to sell out quickly – please watch for the email 
blast! We anticipate launching “Member Spotlight Videos” early in 2026 with more great things to come!

With everything we do, we want to ensure we are maximizing your membership value and benefi ts! Find out how you can 
make the most of your benefi ts by emailing Jennifer at jwagner@richlandareachamber.com! 

Thank you so much for your membership, involvement and support! Thank you to our amazing team and board members for 
their work and support! 

GO TEAM RICHLAND!

Warmest Regards, 

Ellen Heinz
President & CEO

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/I5EJzgT/RichlandCountyEconDev
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/legislative-business-after-hours-6366
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Always local.
Always your bank. 
Here’s a promise: we’re wholeheartedly here 

for you. Because Mechanics is always your 

neighbor, always your go-to financial expert, 

and—of course—always your bank.

mymechanics.com
Member FDIC

https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
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jgantt@chooserichland.com
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/mayoral-vision-2026-panel-6373
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Big health benefi ts for

small businesses

You put everything you have into your business. And we put everything into
creating high-quality health insurance plans for you and your employees.
We've partnered with the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development 
and Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE) to offer a unique benefi t 
option for small businesses like yours. The COSE Benefit Plan is a multiple 
employer welfare arrangement (MEWA) that allows businesses of 1–50 to 
experience rate stability, savings and the same great health benefits that 
large corporations have. Bundle your health plan with our dental, vision or 
life plans for a fully integrated benefi ts package.

Contact your broker  |  COSEBenefi tPlan.com

©2024 Medical Mutual of Ohio

https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108


https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/annual-meeting-and-economic-excellence-awards-dinner-2026-6322


https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/annual-meeting-and-economic-excellence-awards-dinner-2026-6322


https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-be-so-great-you-cannot-be-ignored-using-emotional-intelligence-to-thrive-in-life-and-in-any-industry-6384
https://www.sedgwick.com/
https://www.hdc-signs.com/


SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL CHAMBER MEMBER COMPANIES & TH R EMPLOYEES
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·

One (1) prime booth space in the Bus. After Hours networking
area
After Hours banner with sponsor logos hung in prime location
Business name announced by DJ multiple times throughout event
Name on booth map provided to attendees
Name on tote bag given to attendees
Logo & link on Chamber website and registration materials for
Expo Eve Business After Hours
Paid social media campaign featuring company photo ($$$)
Logo (small) in Chamber newsletter
Up to 2 items in tote bag given to attendees
Logo on Chamber email blasts for Expo Eve Business After Hours
Right of first refusal for next year

One (1) prime booth space in the B

Expo Eve Business
After Hours Sponsor

Park Place Sponsor

·

Expo Sponsorships

Double booth space in a prime location
An aisle sign will be hung with your company name and also
printed on booth maps
Logo (large) on booth map provided to attendees
Logo (large) on sponsor signage displayed at Expo
Logo (large) on tote bag given to attendees
Logo on any major print media Expo ads
Name on Expo radio ads
Logo & link on Chamber website for Expo
Paid social media campaign featuring company photo ($$$$)
Logo in Chamber newsletter
Up to 3 items in tote bag given to attendees
Logo on Chamber email blasts for Expo
Inclusion in press release
Right of first refusal for next year

Naming rights (Business Expo presented by…)
Double booth space at main entrance, facing incoming guests
Facebook Live interview at event streamed from Chamber’s page
Banner with your company name hung in prime location
Your booth featured on cover of April Chamber Link Newsletter
Company logo on booth map provided to attendees
Logo (large) on sponsor signage displayed at Expo
Logo (large) on tote bag given to attendees
Logo on any major print media Expo ads
Featured interview w/ company representative via live radio
broadcast
Name on Expo radio ads
Logo & link on Chamber website for Expo
Paid social media campaign featuring company photo ($$$$)
Logo in Chamber newsletter
Up to 3 items in tote bag given to attendees
Logo on Chamber email blasts for Expo
Inclusion in press release
Right of first refusal for next year

One (1) booth space in a prime location
Logo (small) on booth map provided to attendees
Logo (small) on sponsor signage displayed at Expo
Logo (small) on tote bag given to attendees
Logo on any major print media advertising
Logo & link on Chamber website for expo
Paid social media campaign featuring company photo ($$$)
Logo (small) in Chamber newsletter
Up to 2 items in tote bag given to attendees
Logo on Chamber email blasts for Expo

SOLD OUT
$3,000

(4 Available)
$1,200

(4 Available)
$900 $900

Naming rights (Business Expo pre
Presenting Sponsor

Double booth space in a prime loc
Boardwalk Sponsor

Save $100 on a booth space
Name on booth map provided to attendees
Name on signage displayed at Expo
Name on tote bag given to attendees
Name on any major print media advertising
Name & link on Chamber website for Expo
Paid social media campaign featuring company photo ($$)
Name in Chamber newsletter
One (1) item in tote bag given to attendees
Name listed on Chamber email blasts for Expo

Save $75 on a booth space
Name on booth map provided to attendees
Name on banner displayed at Expo
Name on any major print media advertising
Name & link on Chamber website for Expo
Paid Expo social media campaign featuring company photo ($)
Name in Chamber newsletter
Name listed on Chamber email blasts for Expo

$600 $300
Save $100 on a booth space
Top Hat Sponsor

Save $75 on a booth space
Community Chest Sponsor

Contact Lisa at 419-522-3211 ext. 105 or lduckworth@richlandareachamber.com

Presented by:

Park Place Sponsor $900Expo Eve Business $900

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-expo-2026-6376
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https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-expo-2026-6376
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Follow BrandRichland
on Facebook

Subscribe

We’re excited to share that BrandRichland now has dedicated Facebook and
Instagram pages designed to highlight the energy, creativity, and everyday
moments that reflect life across Richland County. These new channels
support the brand’s purpose of strengthening pride of place by showcasing
the people and places that make our communities unique.

BrandRichland is a county-wide initiative co-led by Destination Mansfield –
Richland County and the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development,
working together to support a clear, unified image of our region.

BrandRichland Launches New Facebook & Instagram Pages

For our business community, this work matters. A strong sense of place helps attract and retain talent,
supports local businesses, and reinforces the kind of positive regional identity that benefits employers
and employees alike. When people feel connected to where they live and work, they’re more likely to
stay, engage, and invest in the community.

We invite you to follow along and be part of this positive, community-focused effort. By liking and
sharing the pages, you’re helping create a welcoming space that highlights what’s happening
throughout Richland County and strengthens the region we all serve.

Follow BrandRichland
on Instagram

https://www.sedgwick.com/
https://www.facebook.com/brandrichland
https://www.instagram.com/brandrichland/
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https://richlandhealth.org/
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 •  ADENA CORPORATION  •  ALUMNI ROOFING CO
•  MIDWEST AUTOMOTIVE TRUCKING  •  MILLIRON AUTO PARTS  

  •   AVITA HEALTH SYSTEM  •  CHARTER NEXT GENERATION  •  EDGE PLASTICS    •  HAMILTON INSURANCE GROUP, INC 
  •  JAY INDUSTRIES  •  NEWMAN TECHNOLOGY  •  WESTBROOK COUNTRY CLUB

01/15/26   Legislative Business After Hours, DLX, 5-7pm
01/28/26   Mayoral Vision 2026 Panel, Mid Ohio Educational Service Center, 11am-1pm
02/11/26   Annual Meeting and Economic Excellence Awards Dinner 2026, Mid Ohio Conference   
      Center, 5-8pm
02/18/26   Women’s Leadership Connection, DLX, 11:45am-1pm
02/27/26   Chamber Coffee, Renaissance Performing Arts Theater, 8-9am
03/18/26   Business After Hours - Expo Eve, Richland County Fairgrounds, 5-7pm
03/19/26   Business Expo, Richland County Fairgrounds, 10am-4pm
04/29/26   Business Professionals Day, Mid Ohio Conference Center, 11:30am-1pm
06/11/26   Leadership Unlimited Alumni Dinner & Class of 2026 Commencement, DLX, 5:30-7:30pm

UPCOMING
CHAMBER 
EVENTS

Register for these events HERE 
or visit our event calendar at 

www.richlandareachamber.com

https://www.eoastudiogallery.com/
https://www.citygardencafe.org/
https://www.rniinc.com/
https://www.midohiojobs.net/
https://www.richlandsource.com/
https://parknationalbank.com/
https://www.ohiohealth.com/
https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108
https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
https://www.grpumps.com/
https://esconsult.net/
https://drminc.com/
http://cleveland-financial.com/
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/leadership-unlimited-alumni-dinner-class-of-2026-commencement-6328
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-professionals-day-event-2026-6256
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-expo-2026-6376
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-after-hours-expo-eve-6377
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/chamber-coffee-at-the-renaissance-performing-arts-theater-6391
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-be-so-great-you-cannot-be-ignored-using-emotional-intelligence-to-thrive-in-life-and-in-any-industry-6384
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/annual-meeting-and-economic-excellence-awards-dinner-2026-6322
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/mayoral-vision-2026-panel-6373
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/legislative-business-after-hours-6366

