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Leadership Unlimited Class of 2026 - will they be the best class ever?

https://www.linkedin.com/company/richland-area-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.youtube.com/TheMRACOC
https://www.instagram.com/richlandareachamber/
https://twitter.com/RichlandAreaCh
https://www.facebook.com/richlandareachamber
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STAFF

55 N. Mulberry St.
Mansfi eld, OH 44902
Phone: (419) 522-3211 
Fax: (419) 526-6853

info@richlandareachamber.cominfo@richlandareachamber.com

Dear Chamber Members,

We are heading into an exciting and busy event season here at the Richland Area Chamber 
& Economic Development! I’m thrilled to share some of the opportunities we have planned 
for you to connect, celebrate, and grow together.

First up, our 9th Annual Savor & Sip Food Tasting & Auction Event will showcase the amazing 
local fl avors our community has to off er on Thursday, October 23rd, from 5pm-7pm at 
MOESC. If you haven’t RSVP’d yet, this is a very well attended event. Please make sure to 
register before October 10th for best pricing!

Next, we’ll honor the incredible contributions of local businesses and non-profi t 
organizations at our Small Business of the Year Celebration on December 9, recognizing 
innovation and dedication in our business community.

We will have our next Business After Hours at Buff alo Wild Wings on November 20, 2025!

SAVE THE DATES for early 2026:

Legislative After Hours will be on January 15, 2026 – Location to be fi nalized.

And, of course, don’t miss our Annual Meeting & Evening of Excellence on February 11, 
2026, a highlight of the year where we celebrate achievements, share updates, and look 
ahead to the future.

We love seeing you at our events, these gatherings are what make our Chamber strong 
and vibrant! Mark your calendars, bring your colleagues, and join us for the fun!

See more on all of these events in this issue of the Chamber Link.

Warm regards,
Lisa Duckworth
Director of Programs & Events

Ellen Heinz, M.Ed., OhioCED
President & CEO

Angie Cirone
Director of Education Foundation & 
Profesional Development
Phone extension  103

Donnie Clark
Economic Development Project Manager - 
Richland County

Lisa Duckworth
Director of Programs, Events & Facility 
Operations
Phone extension  105

Angie Fanello
Member Engagement & Special Projects 
Coordinator
Phone extension 107

Jessica Gribben
Economic & Community Development 
Director
Phone (419) 342-4159

Kathy Fox
Front Offi  ce & Community Sectors 
Coordinator
Phone extension 100

Clint Knight
Director of Workforce Development/Area 
10 Workorce Dev. Board Administrative 
Director
Phone extension 112

Sandy Messner
Director of Marketing, Communications & 
Extrenal Contracts
Phone extension  104

Evan Stuart
Marketing & Legislative Aff airs Coordinator
Phone extension  115

Barrett Thomas
Senior Economic Development Director
Phone extension  111

Tom Vanderhorst
Finance Specialist

Jennifer Wagner
Director of Membership, Retention, 
Engagement & Recruitment Services
Phone extension  110

Friendly Calendar Reminders
Lisa Duckworth
Program & Events Director

A New Special Offering
Ellen Heinz, M.Ed., OhioCED
President & CEO

I hope you enjoying the fi rst month of our sunny autumn season!

We are excited to share we will have a new off ering next year: A “Chamber Family & 
Friends” group trip to a Cleveland Guardians Game (with a bus option for those who’d like 
to ride together) in May 2026, and are looking at possibly off ering the same for a Columbus 
Crew and/or Columbus Clippers game next year. Stay tuned, more info to come!

In the meantime, if you’d like to sign up for our new electronic Economic Development 
Quarterly update, please register here. The fi rst edition will go out mid October.

Don’t forget Small Business Saturday has been moved to November 22, 2025! Find more 
details later in the newsletter. 

Warmest Regards,
Ellen Heinz
President & CEO

https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/I5EJzgT/RichlandCountyEconDev




https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/savor-and-sip-auction-and-food-tasting-2025-6155


https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/savor-and-sip-auction-and-food-tasting-2025-6155
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Start the next chapter of your best life today 

with less stress pre-approvals and new options 

that could lower your down payment. 

MyMechanics.com/mortgages

It’s more than a
MORTGAGE

It’s knowing you’re right at home.

Subject to credit approval. 
Additional terms and conditions apply.

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-financial-planning-for-women-see-what-s-possible-6333
https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
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smartin@ywcanwo.org
lduckwort@richlandareachamber.com


Big health benefi ts for

small businesses

You put everything you have into your business. And we put everything into
creating high-quality health insurance plans for you and your employees.
We've partnered with the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development 
and Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE) to offer a unique benefi t 
option for small businesses like yours. The COSE Benefit Plan is a multiple 
employer welfare arrangement (MEWA) that allows businesses of 1–50 to 
experience rate stability, savings and the same great health benefits that 
large corporations have. Bundle your health plan with our dental, vision or 
life plans for a fully integrated benefi ts package.

Contact your broker  |  COSEBenefi tPlan.com

©2024 Medical Mutual of Ohio

https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108


SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL CHAMBER MEMBER COMPANIES & THIER EMPLOYEES

Hercules Express Wash | 1401 Lexington Ave. | p: (419) 709-9000

w :  w w w. h e r c u l e s w a s h . c o m

DDIDD THIS 
PPIGEON 

PPOOP 
OON 

YYOUR 
CCAR? 

https://www.herculeswash.com/rachamber/
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https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/small-business-of-the-year-awards-celebration-2025-6187
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https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/small-business-of-the-year-awards-celebration-2025-6187
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https://www.hdc-signs.com/
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What is Shop Small
Richland County?
A community-wide
celebration of locally owned
businesses.
Open to all small
businesses. Chamber
membership not required.
Backed by the national
Small Business Saturday -
Shop Small campaign and
promoted countywide by the
Chamber.

How it Works
Register by 11/10/25
(scan QR code).
Host a $25+ prize
drawing on 11/22/25.
Invite shoppers to enter.
No purchase needed.
Pick and notify your
winner that day
Share your winner photo
and tag
@RichlandAreaChamber
Bonus: Shoppers can

scan your QR code to
enter five $100
countywide drawings!

Why Participate?
The Chamber invests
thousands in marketing
and promotion for this
event.
Your only cost is a $25
prize donation.
Gain visibility, attract new
customers, and show
pride in supporting
Richland County’s
business community.

RICHLAND COUNTY

SHOP
SMALL
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! ��� ������� �������Hey Buckeye Fans!!!

WeHeardYou!!!
We know game day is sacred, so this year we’re celebrating Shop

Small - Richland County one week early! Join us Saturday,
11/22/25 to shop local, win prizes, and still make kickoff.

Shop early. Support local. Go Bucks!
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V
22
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Register as a vendor by November 10, 2025
Scan QR Code, or download registration PDF

Community Partners:

Registration
PDF

Supported By:

d i

025

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/shop-small-richland-county-2025-6334
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https://www.osha.gov/workplace-stress
https://www.cdc.gov/niosh/stress/about/index.html
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Learn more about National Heart Month at
richlandhealth.org

Proven toWork

ZERO reported
heat-related
child deaths
in places where
smart sensors are
widely used.

the backseat, it only takes a
few minutes for danger to
set in, especially in harsh
weather conditions.

That’s why Richland Public
Health is launching the Look
Before You Lock Richland
initiative—combining smart
and simple tools to help
prevent hot car incidents
before they happen.

This initiative supports all
caregivers—parents,
grandparents, pet owners,
and community members—
with practical safety
solutions and peace of mind.

Even the most attentive caregivers can become
distracted. Whether it’s a child in a car seat or a pet in

Look Before You LockLook Before You Lock
ichlandRichland

Whether it barks or babbles, if it rides in your car—it deserves protection.
Let’s work together to create a community where no loved one is left behind.

smyers@richlandhealth.org

L E T ’ S K E E P E V E R Y O N E S A F E

419-774-4541

How to Participate
Slap Wristbands and Window Cling
with Working Thermometer: These
easy to use low tech tools remind you
(and those around you) to double
check your car’s backseat for kids and
pets! Contact or visit Richland Public
Health to receive yours and start using
them today!

Bluetooth Car Seat Sensor: The
Doona SensAlert detects the presence
of a child on board and warns the
caregiver (or emergency contacts)
with three incremental levels of alert if
the child is left unattended in the car.
It uses an intelligent cloud-based
system to send messages and calls, so
it does not depend on the phone's
signal or status. To install a Doona
SensAlert in your vehicle, you must
set up an appointment with an RPH
Car Seat Technician. *Proof of
Richland County residency is required.
Limit 1 Doona SensAlert per child.

555 Lexington Ave
Mansfield, OH 44907

richlandhealth.org/lookbeforeyoulock

he g

https://richlandhealth.org/
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 •  ADENA CORPORATION  •  ALUMNI ROOFING CO  •  CLEVELAND FINANCIAL GROUP
•  MIDWEST AUTOMOTIVE TRUCKING  •  MILLIRON AUTO PARTS  

  •   AVITA HEALTH SYSTEM  •  CHARTER NEXT GENERATION  •  EDGE PLASTICS  
  •  FIRST ENERGY   •  HAMILTON INSURANCE GROUP, INC   •  JAY INDUSTRIES

• NEWMAN TECHNOLOGY  •  WESTBROOK COUNTRY CLUB

10/15/25   Women’s Leadership Connection - Jammi McClead, DLX, 11:45am-1pm
10/23/25   Savor & Sip, Mid Ohio Conference Center, 5-7:30pm
11/20/25   Business After Hours, Buffalo Wild Wings, 5-7pm
11/22/25   Small Business Saturday
12/09/25   Small Business of the Year Awards, Kehoe Center, 11:30am-1:30pm
01/15/25   Legislative Business After Hours, TBD, 5-7pm
02/11/26   Annual Meeting and Economic Excellence Awards Dinner 2026, Mid Ohio Conference  
       Center, 5-8pm

UPCOMING
CHAMBER 
EVENTS

Register for these events HERE 
or visit our event calendar at 
www.richlandareachamber.

https://www.rniinc.com/
https://www.citygardencafe.org/
https://www.eoastudiogallery.com/
https://www.midohiojobs.net/
https://www.richlandsource.com/
https://parknationalbank.com/
https://www.ohiohealth.com/
https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108
https://drminc.com/
https://esconsult.net/
https://www.grpumps.com/
https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/annual-meeting-and-economic-excellence-awards-dinner-2026-6322
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/legislative-business-after-hours-6366
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/small-business-of-the-year-awards-celebration-2025-6187
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/shop-small-richland-county-2025-6334
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-after-hours-buffalo-wild-wings-6372
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/savor-and-sip-auction-and-food-tasting-2025-6155
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-financial-planning-for-women-see-what-s-possible-6333
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