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Business After Hours at Snow Trails.

https://www.facebook.com/richlandareachamber
https://twitter.com/RichlandAreaCh
https://www.instagram.com/richlandareachamber/
https://www.youtube.com/TheMRACOC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/richland-area-chamber-of-commerce/
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Phone: (419) 522-3211 
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Profesional Development
Phone extension  103

Donnie Clark
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Lisa Duckworth
Director of Programs, Events & Facility 
Operations
Phone extension  105

Angie Fanello
Member Engagement & Special 
Projects Coordinator

Jessica Gribben
Economic & Community Development 
Director
Phone (419) 342-4159

Kathy Fox
Front Offi ce & Community Sectors 
Coordinator
Phone extension 107

Clint Knight
Director of Workforce Development/
Area 10 Workorce Dev. Board 
Administrative Director
Phone extension 112

Sandy Messner
Director of Marketing, 
Communications & Extrenal Contracts
Phone extension  104

Evan Stuart
Marketing & Legislative Affairs 
Coordinator
Phone extension  115

Barrett Thomas
Senior Economic Development 
Director
Phone extension  111

Tom Vanderhorst
Finance Specialist

Jennifer Wagner
Director of Membership, Retention, 
Engagement & Recruitment Services
Phone extension  110

You may have heard the term “economic 
development,” but it’s not always clear what that 
entails. 

Economic development is about creating the 
conditions for businesses and communities to thrive. 
While much of this work happens quietly in the 
background, its impact is far-reaching.

Our team at the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development works 
with community leaders, elected offi  cials and partner organizations to further 
economic development goals. This is done in a variety of ways: Helping 
businesses access support and funding, guiding redevelopment eff orts, 
connecting employers to workforce solutions, attracting new investment 
and businesses, promoting our region and celebrating business milestones 
through ribbon cuttings and marketing eff orts, and more.

Whether a business is just starting out or has been in business for years, 
this work supports a healthy support system to retain and grow businesses.
May 12-16, we joined the International Economic Development Council 
(IEDC) to celebrate Economic Development Week, an international 
campaign that spotlights this work and its value to communities like ours.

We created and shared a series of fi ve short videos that highlight this work, 
covering topics like workforce upskilling, incentives and fi nance tools, 
partnership programs, ribbon cuttings, and site redevelopment. Each video 
tells the story of how collaboration leads to progress and how that progress 
strengthens the entire business community.

Whether it’s training your existing workforce or your next great hire, fi nding 
ways to strengthen your current business, opening a new location, or simply 
seeing new investment in your neighborhood, economic development plays 
a part.

We’re thankful for support from funding partners and you to do this work 
for our great community, Richland County! We are working to enhance and 
expand our work for the area – stay tuned for an update later this year! 

If you have a business need or would like to invest in our region through a 
new project or expansion, please reach out to dclark@chooserichland.com
or 419-522-3211 and we will connect you to the right partner for your need. 

Continued...

Celebrating Progress: IEDC Week
Sandy Messner
Director of Marketing & Communications 

dclark@chooserichland.com
info@richlandareachamber.com
https://www.facebook.com/richlandareachamber
https://www.linkedin.com/company/richland-area-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.youtube.com/TheMRACOC
https://www.instagram.com/richlandareachamber/
https://twitter.com/RichlandAreaCh


See some examples: 
richlandareachamber.com/celebrating-progress-economic-development-week-in-richland-county

Warm regards,

Sandy Messner
Director of Marketing & Communications

Excitement continues to grow following the
announcement that Matt and Jordan Tifft have acquired
Mansfield Motor Speedway and launched a bold
revitalization effort. With a vision to transform the historic
178-acre site into a multi-use entertainment destination,
the couple is investing over $2 million in upgrades,
repairs, and infrastructure improvements.

Plans include grassroots motorsports, car culture events,
concerts, seasonal festivals, and more, bringing year-
round energy to Richland County. Renovation work is

Momentum Builds at Mansfield Motor Speedway

Subscribe

already underway, led by local firm Simonson Construction Services, with an official reopening slated
for spring 2026.

Community leaders have praised the project, including Mayor Jodie Perry, who called it “an iconic
property with a great history,” and Chamber CEO Ellen Heinz, who highlighted it as “an enormous
opportunity for Richland County and Ohio.”

Follow Matt Tifft’s YouTube Channel for future updates. Subscribe

https://richlandareachamber.com/celebrating-progress-economic-development-week-in-richland-county/
https://www.youtube.com/@matt_tifft/featured
https://youtu.be/dea5oW4arIs?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/70mQd5i6XSE?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/S4LHWwzt_oI?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/nk1Gnb8VJ3c?feature=shared
https://youtu.be/V4WEQQP2KEw?feature=shared




Thank you to our renewing members! 

BOOST & EXCEL 

KeyBank - Ashland Road Buckeye Imagination Museum 
Goyal Industries 

Ritter's Office Outfitters 
Spitzer Motors of Mansfield 

BUILD&GROW 

Akron Children's Hospital 
Brass Hanger Cleaners 
Mansfield Motor Group 

Richland Lumber Inc 
Rinehardt Law Firm 
Studio 19 Salon & Spa 

The Vault Wine Bar 
The Waterford at Mansfield 

ENGAGE & CONNECT 

Absolute Assurance Restorations, Hardline Heavy Equipment Solutions, LLC. 
LLC. Haring Realty Richland County Youth & Family 

ADM Benefit Plans Agency Health Insurance Options, LLC. Council 

American Homestead Exteriors Heartland Design Concepts RLB CPAs, Inc. 
Apex Academy Junior Achievement of North Central Ohio Slick Automated Solutions 
Barrister Title Group, LLC. Lexington Local Schools Snap Fitness Mansfield 
Blanton's Automotive Matt Quinn & Company Succession Plus 
C.B Roofing & Building Mohican Valley Title Agency, LLC. Techman Sales, Inc. 
Catholic Charities Diocese of Monstervox Productions, LLC. Total Merchant Services 
Toledo MVP Sports Bar & Grill Vitality Natural Wellness and 

Crossroads Factory Store Northwestern Mutual MedSpa 
Daisy Capital LTD Pioneer Career & Technology Center Wayne's Country Market 
Great American Title Agency Prima Visual Media Whitaker's Natural Market 
H.R. Choices, Inc. Richland County Children's Auxiliary Wilson Family Realty 
Hales Sport Center, Inc. - The New Store Y-Not Cycling

Renewals reflect paid dues received from 05/02/2025 through 05/28/2025 

RICHLAND AREA 

CHAMBER 
& ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 

Strong Business. 
Strong Community. 

CATALYTIC LEADER 

1/jVESTOR 
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R A C E D  C H A M B E R  L I N K   |   J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 0

https://www.ohiosocialsports.com/


2025 SUMMER 
COURTYARD SERIES

LIVE@
LUNCH

JUNE SCHEDULE
LIVE PERFORMANCES  |  FOOD TRUCKS*  

MECHANICS BANK  |  2 S. MAIN STREET  |  MANSFIELD 

ALL PERFORMANCES WILL BE HELD 11:30 A.M. – 1:30 P.M. 

JUN 13     Nate Williams     Mr. Bill’s Wood Fired Pizza*

JUN 27    Taylor Schlupp    Eshelman’s Table*

In the event of inclement weather, 
visit MyMechanics.com/LiveatLunch for updates.
*Food truck items available for purchase

https://www.mymechanics.com/personal/programs/mechanics-in-the-community/liveatlunch/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Almost-Korean-BBQ-LLC/61567385846525/


https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/chamber-golf-classic-at-deer-ridge-golf-club-sold-out-06-20-2025-6172


https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/boss-business-owners-sharing-solutions-the-internship-blueprint-building-programs-that-work-6254
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Big health benefi ts for

small businesses

You put everything you have into your business. And we put everything into
creating high-quality health insurance plans for you and your employees.
We've partnered with the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development 
and Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE) to offer a unique benefi t 
option for small businesses like yours. The COSE Benefit Plan is a multiple 
employer welfare arrangement (MEWA) that allows businesses of 1–50 to 
experience rate stability, savings and the same great health benefits that 
large corporations have. Bundle your health plan with our dental, vision or 
life plans for a fully integrated benefi ts package.

Contact your broker  |  COSEBenefi tPlan.com

©2024 Medical Mutual of Ohio

https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/demystifying-ai-workshop-building-clarity-capacity-and-confidence-with-ai-and-automation-6292
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-empowered-women-empowering-communities-and-why-connection-matters-6182
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

SPECIAL OFFER TO ALL CHAMBER MEMBER COMPANIES & THIER EMPLOYEES

Hercules Express Wash | 1401 Lexington Ave. | p: (419) 709-9000

w :  w w w. h e r c u l e s w a s h . c o m

DDIDD THIS 
PPIGEON 

PPOOP 
OON 

YYOUR 
CCAR? 

www.herculeswash.com/rachamber/
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

facebook.com/LeadershipUnlimited
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

With new options that could lower your down 

payment, we make financing your dream home 

as enjoyable as putting some geraniums in your 

flower beds. (Excellent choice, by the way.) 

MyMechanics.com/mortgages

It’s more than a
MORTGAGE

It’s planting your roots in the perfect place.

Subject to credit approval. 
Additional terms and conditions apply.

https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
https://www.sedgwick.com/
estuart@richlandareachamber.com
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

bubb zuu zzz ofoo fff !ffbuzz off!

prpp err enee tnn momm soo qss uqq iuu tii ott eoo see
bebb fee off roo err t eyyee bbbibb tii ett
prevent mosquitoes
before they bite

Learn how at richlandhealth.orgLearn how at richlandhealth.org

https://richlandhealth.org/
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/5th-annual-block-party-tickets-1144164870929?aff=oddtdtcreator&fbclid=IwY2xjawI_0EZleHRuA2FlbQIxMAABHQ9yC6FmPSIJWiq_GUzUnBQXQiR0j6mcXk2e5xNL5mhdvyAVFIYiR8Rwsw_aem_KkSbcWMD-F_KPQr3eq-sFw
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

https://www.hdc-signs.com/
https://www.sedgwick.com/
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/communitychildcare2
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S T R O N G  B U S I N E S S ,  S T R O N G  C O M M U N I T Y

  •  ADENA CORPORATION  •  ALUMNI ROOFING CO  •  CLEVELAND FINANCIAL GROUP
•  MIDWEST AUTOMOTIVE TRUCKING  •  MILLIRON AUTO PARTS  

  •   AVITA HEALTH SYSTEM  •  CHARTER NEXT GENERATION  •  EDGE PLASTICS  
  •  FIRST ENERGY   •  HAMILTON INSURANCE GROUP, INC   •  JAY INDUSTRIES

• NEWMAN TECHNOLOGY  •  WESTBROOK COUNTRY CLUB

06/06/25   2025 Reigonal Economic Forum, The Blueberry Patch & 1285 Winery, 12-3pm
06/12/25   Leadership Unlimited Alumni Dinner & Class of 2025 Commencement, Kingwood                                                                         
       Center Gardens, 5:30-7:30pm
06/18/25   Women’s Leadership Connection, Colleen Rice, DLX, 11:45am-1pm
06/20/25   Chamber Golf Classic, Deer Ridge Golf Club, 7:30am
06/24/25   Business Owners Sharing Solutions - The Internship Blueprint, DLX, 8-10am
06/30/25   Demystifying Ai Workshop, Buckeye Imagination Museum, 1-3pm
08/14/25   HR Summit, Area Agency on Aging, 11:30am-1:30pm
08/21/25   Business After Hours, Whishmaker House Bed & Breakfast, 5-7pm
10/23/25   Savor & Sip 

UPCOMING
CHAMBER 

EVENTS
Register for these events HERE 

or visit our event calendar at 
www.richlandareachamber.

https://www.midohiojobs.net/
https://www.richlandsource.com/
https://parknationalbank.com/
https://www.ohiohealth.com/
https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108
https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
https://www.grpumps.com/
https://esconsult.net/
https://drminc.com/
https://www.rniinc.com/
https://www.citygardencafe.org/
https://www.eoastudiogallery.com/
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/2025-regional-economic-forum-the-future-is-now-6197
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/leadership-unlimited-alumni-dinner-class-of-2025-commencement-6208
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-empowered-women-empowering-communities-and-why-connection-matters-6182
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/chamber-golf-classic-at-deer-ridge-golf-club-sold-out-06-20-2025-6172
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/boss-business-owners-sharing-solutions-the-internship-blueprint-building-programs-that-work-6254
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/demystifying-ai-workshop-building-clarity-capacity-and-confidence-with-ai-and-automation-6292
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/hr-summit-6209
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-after-hours-wishmaker-house-bed-breakfast-restaurant-and-winery-6313
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/savor-and-sip-auction-and-food-tasting-2025-6155

