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Richland Area Chamber & Economic Developmet Annual Meeting & Evening of Excellence 2025

https://www.facebook.com/richlandareachamber
https://twitter.com/RichlandAreaCh
https://www.instagram.com/richlandareachamber/
https://www.youtube.com/TheMRACOC
https://www.linkedin.com/company/richland-area-chamber-of-commerce/
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Barrett Thomas
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Phone extension  110

Happy March, AMAZING CHAMBER MEMBERS!

We are so thankful for your support and engagement in our organization and region! 
2025 is off  to a terrifi c start! 

Thank you to all that attended our Annual Meeting – what an outstanding event and 
turnout! A special thanks to Lisa & the entire team for making it such a special evening! 

As you know, the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development is housed at 55 
N. Mulberry Street, and is comprised of the Richland Area Chamber, Richland Commu-
nity Development Group, and the Mansfi eld-Richland Area Educational Foundation. 

We continue to build on past success and ways to elevate our work!  We have in-
credible boards that provide guidance to a terrifi c team that implements the work and 
organizational priorities. 

Due to additional growth, we are happy to share we have added two new team mem-
bers* (RCDG) and updated titles and roles. Please see the information below: 

Richland Area Chamber
• Lisa Duckworth, Director of Programs, Events and Facilities
• Jennifer Wagner, Director of Member Services, Engagement and Retention
• Sandy Messner, Director of Marketing, Communication and External Contracts 

(Chamber & RCDG)
• Kathy Fox, Front Offi  ce and Community Sectors Coordinator (Chamber & RCDG)
• Evan Stuart, Marketing and Legislative Aff airs Coordinator
• Angie Fanello, Member Services and Special Projects Coordinator

MRA Educational Foundation 
• Angie Cirone, Director & Professional Development 

Richland Community Development Group
• Barrett Thomas, Senior Economic Development Director
• Jessica Gribben, Economic and Community Development Director
• Clint Knight, Workforce Development Director & WIOA Executive Director
• *Donnie Clark, Economic Development Project Manager 
• *Tom Vanderhorst, Finance Specialist

This year, we will have a heightened focus on Advocacy and Connections, Talent 
Attraction, Economic Development/Redevelopment, and Wellness (Health & Financial). 
We will also be updating our 2022-2025 Strategic Plan and look forward to sharing 
more information with you on this program later this year. 
Thank you so much for your support of all we do!

WE LOVE OUR MEMBERS AND OUR COMMUNITY! 

Warmest Regards, 

Ellen 

Growth, Gratitude, and Goals!
Ellen Heinz, M.Ed., OhioCED
President & CEO

https://www.linkedin.com/company/richland-area-chamber-of-commerce/
https://www.youtube.com/TheMRACOC
https://www.instagram.com/richlandareachamber/
https://twitter.com/RichlandAreaCh
https://www.facebook.com/richlandareachamber






The Mansfield Rising 2.0 plan has been released, bringing fresh ideas to continue
transforming our community. A new cohort of local leaders attended SXSW 2024,
returning with innovative projects focused on transportation, housing, placemaking,
mental health, and community engagement. Projects include:

These initiatives will enhance livability, attract investment, and foster long-term
growth.

Look for project stories in Richland Source in March and join us for a public mixer
this spring to learn more!

#MansfieldRising

School Transportation Initiative –
Increase accessibility to school
Transportation.
Emerging Developers Accelerator –
Increase the number of qualified,
trained housing developers
The Homage Project – Creative
placemaking for the benefit of all
Housing First for Mansfield –
Providing immediate housing solutions
to address homelessness.

Digital Trauma Support Resource –
Providing digital and in-person
resources for trauma survivors.
Mansfield Makes – Creating a
makerspace for artists and
entrepreneurs.
Pocket Park – Adding a playful,
family-friendly green space
downtown.
The Yard – Active Under-Utilized
Spaces for Healthy and Family-
Friendly Recreation

READ THE PLAN

The Mansfield Rising 2.0 plan has been released, bringing fresh ideas to continue
transforming our community. A new cohort of local leaders attended SXSW 2024,
returning with innovative projo ects focused on transportation, housing, placemaking,
mental health, and community engagement. Projo ects include:

These initiatives will enhance livability, attract investment, and foster long-term
growth.

Look for projo ect stories in Richland Source in March and join us for a public mixer
this spring to learn more!

#MansfieldRising

School Transportation Initiative –
Increase accessibility to school
Transportation.
Emerging Developers Accelerator –
Increase the number of qualified,
trained housing developers
The Homage Projo ect – Creative
placemaking for the benefit of all
Housing First for Mansfield –
Providing immediate housing solutions
to address homelessness.

Digital Trauma Support Resource –
Providing digital and in-person
resources for trauma survrr ivors.
Mansfield Makes – Creating a
makerspace for artists and
entrepreneurs.
Pocket Park – Adding a playful,
family-friendly green space
downtown.
The Yard – Active Under-Utilized
Spaces for Healthy and Family-
Friendly Recreation

READ THE PLANREAD THE PLANREAD THE PLANREAD THE PLAN

https://www.richlandcountyfoundation.org/upload/mansfield_rising/2024rcfmansfieldrising_2_0.pdf


https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/employmepalooza-2025-employer-registration-6196
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Adult Coed
Basketball League

April/May 2025

Tuesdays
Games start at
6, 7 & 8 PM

Dewald Community Center
Mansfield, OH

Register online at
OhioSocialSports.com

AApprriill//MMaayy 22002255

TTuueessddaayyss
GGaammeess ssttaarrtt aatt
66,, 77 && 88 PPMM

DDeewwaalldd CCoommmmuunniittyy CCeenntteerr
MMaannssffiieelldd,, OOHH

RReeggiisstteerr oonnlliinnee aatt
OOhhiiooSSoocciiaallSSppoorrttss..ccoomm

https://www.ohiosocialsports.com/


Big health benefi ts for

small businesses

You put everything you have into your business. And we put everything into
creating high-quality health insurance plans for you and your employees.
We've partnered with the Richland Area Chamber & Economic Development 
and Council of Smaller Enterprises (COSE) to offer a unique benefi t 
option for small businesses like yours. The COSE Benefit Plan is a multiple 
employer welfare arrangement (MEWA) that allows businesses of 1–50 to 
experience rate stability, savings and the same great health benefits that 
large corporations have. Bundle your health plan with our dental, vision or 
life plans for a fully integrated benefi ts package.

Contact your broker  |  COSEBenefi tPlan.com

©2024 Medical Mutual of Ohio

https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108
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PAYMENT: Check Enclosed

DETAILS:

Thursday, March 20, 10-4pm, at the Richland County Fairgrounds
Set up will take place from 3-5pm on Wed., March 19 to allow for the “Expo Eve” Business
After Hours taking place 5-7pm that evening - 300+ attended the BAH in previous years,
with over 900 attending the Expo!
Theme: Unleash the Pawsibilities! Join This Year’s Pet-Themed Business Expo
Booth prizes will be awarded for: Most Creative, Best Use of Theme, & People’s Choice
Admission will be free, and once again, many forms of media will be used to promote the
Expo to the public.

THIS EVENT WILL SELL OUT! TO GUARANTEE A SPOT, PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY!

Organization: ___________________________________________________________________________

Address: _______________________________________________________________________________

Contact person: _____________________________________ Email: ______________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________ Fax: ________________________________

COST: $265
Booth size is 8'x10'. 8ft. table, 2 chairs, and electricity/wifi included.

COMPLETE FORM AND RETURNWITH PAYMENT AS SOON AS POSSIBLE TO RESERVE YOUR BOOTH
Booths are first come, first served. Online registration is available by visiting the event calendar at www.RichlandAreaChamber.com).

VISA/MC/DISC CARD #: __________________________________________________
Exp: ____ / ____    Security Code: ___________

PRESENTING SPONSOR:

Address of Card Holder: ___________________________________________________

BOOTH REGISTRATIONBOOTH REGISTRATION

Phone: 419-522-3211 • Fax: 419-526-6853
Email: lduckworth@richlandareachamber.com
Mail: Richland Area Chamber & Economic
Development • 55 N. Mulberry St., Mansfield 44902

ONLY 4
BOOTHS

REMAINING

REGISTER

xpo Eve” Business

ONOONNN
ONLY 4
BOOTHS

REMAINING

REGISTER

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-expo-2025-unleash-the-pawsibilites-6179
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PRIZES GIVEAWAYS DON’T MISS IT!

TOP DOG

20

25

See 100 local businesses showcase
their products & services!
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Bring this completed
ticket! This is your

PRIZE DRAWING
TICKET

BUSINESS EXPO

at the Richland Co. Fairgrounds
Thurs, March 20, 10am-4pm

Bring a Pet Donation Item for Prize Drawing
FREE EXPO BAG to 1st 500 Guests

TOTE BAG
SPONSOR

SPECIAL
THANKS TO

(as of 3-6-25)

MEDIA
SPONSOR

LEADER OF THE PACK

PICK OF THE LITTER
Chicago Title Agency of North Central Ohio, Inc

Koorsen Fire & Security
Phillips Tube Group

PRESENTING SPONSOR: FOOD TRUCKS!
Bring Your

~Friends ~Family
~Neighbors ~Co-workers

Public Welcome- visit with local businesses

Pet Item Drive - Bring a item for the Humane Society or Richland County Dog Shelter!
See event page on our website for a list of items needed.

Questions? 419-522-3211 www.RichlandAreaChamber.com

WAGGING TAILS

Thank you to our sponsors!

Area Agency on Aging
B-Dry System of NCO, Inc.
Bob and Bob Door Co
Cleveland Clinic Cancer Center
Health Insurance Options
Hudson & Essex

Mr Appliance of Ashland and
   Mansfield
Richland County Emergency
   Management Agency
SCORE
Southern Title of Ohio, Ltd.
Spitzer Motors of Mansfield

ocal businesses

(as of 3-6-25)Thank you to our sponsors!

Questions? 419 522 3211 wwww www RichlandAreaChamber com

PRIZES GIVEAWAYAA SYY DON’T MISS IT!
Questions? 419-522-3211 www ww .RichlandAreaChamber.com

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-expo-2025-unleash-the-pawsibilites-6179
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Healthy e ting
s ts w W
HHeeaalltthhyy ee ttiinngg
ss ttss ww WW

https://richlandhealth.org/wic
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PRICE

How to order tickets for your staff:

11:30am - 1pm

Register your staff today!
The Fun Includes:

REGISTRATION

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-professionals-day-event-2025-6185
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Item  Donation  

Wednesday, April 23 
11:30am to 1pm

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-professionals-day-event-2025-6185
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Gold ($600)
Silver ($300)

Bronze ($150)

SPONSORSHIP LEVEL (Circle One): GOLD - $600    SILVER - $300  BRONZE - $150

  Contact: Lisa Duckworth       Phone: (419) 522-3211 
Email: lduckworth@richlandareachamber.com  Mail: Richland Area Chamber, 55 N. Mulberry St, Mansfield, OH 44902

SPONSORSHIP

@Mid-Ohio Conference Center

Wednesday, April 23  
11:30am to 1pm

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-professionals-day-event-2025-6185
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We don’t answer
to Wall Street.
(Seriously, we blocked their number.)

As your local, independent bank, 
we’re uniquely equipped to make 
choices that benefit this community 
and all the wonderful people in it. 
So whether you need banking advice 
or just a friendly chat, remember 
that we’re one ring away.

mymechanics.com

r.)

Sin�rely �rs,

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-after-hours-expo-eve-6184
https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
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CHAMBERCoffee
When: Friday, April 11, 2025

8:00 - 9:00 AM

Where: Richland Source
40 W. Fourth St.

Mansfield, OH 44902

Why: Coffee, connections...
and did we mention coffee???

RichlandAreaChamber.com

ReCoC foo fff ef ee
Wheenn: Friday, AApril 11, 2025

8:00 - 9:0000 AM

Where: Richland Souurrce
40 W. Fourth St.

Mansfiff eld, OH 44902

Why: Coffff eff e, connections...
and did we mention coffff eff e???

RichlandAreaChamber.com

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-the-art-of-connection-transforming-customer-service-through-genuine-interaction-6181
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/chamber-coffee-at-richland-source-6199
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Replacement
We can remove your old Steel or Aluminum Door systems 
and replace it with a new one.

* CALL TODAY FOR A QUOTE * 
2750 Lexington Avenue • PO BOX 3015 • Mansfield, OH 44904
Phone (419) 884-1155 • (419) 884-1188 • Fax (419) 884-1188

www.jb-ohio.com

     Commercial Steel & Aluminum Entry Doors
      J&B repairs & replaces steel & Aluminum door systems

Repairs
Steel & Aluminum entrance door repair services include: 
hinge replacement, continuous gear hinges, exit devices, 
locksets, door closers, thresholds and weather-stripping.

https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-after-hours-snow-trails-6188
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/chamber-golf-classic-at-deer-ridge-golf-club-6172
https://www.hdc-signs.com/
https://www.jb-ohio.com/
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ADENA CORPORATION  •  CLEVELAND FINANCIAL GROUP
•  MIDWEST AUTOMOTIVE TRUCKING  •  MILLIRON AUTO PARTS  

ALUMNI ROOFING CO   •   AVITA HEALTH SYSTEM  •  CHARTER NEXT GENERATION  •  CLEVELAND CLINIC CANCER CENTER  •  
EDGE PLASTICS  •  FIRST ENERGY   •  HAMILTON INSURANCE GROUP, INC   •  JAY INDUSTRIES •

• NEWMAN TECHNOLOGY  •  WESTBROOK COUNTRY CLUB

03/13/25   2025 Nonprofi t Fair, The Ontario Center (shopping mall) 2-5pm
03/19/25   Business After Hours - Expo Eve, Richland County Fairgrounds Fairhaven Hall 5-7pm
03/20/25   Business Expo, Richland County Fairgrounds Fairhaven Hall 10am-4pm
04/02/25   EmployMEpalooza, Mid Ohio Educational Services Center, 10am-12pm
04/02/25   Introduction to Cybersecurity for Small Business Owners, The Ohio State University at                     
       Mansfi eld (Conard Hall 203), 8-9am
04/11/25   Chamber Coffee, Richland Source, 8-9am
04/16/25   Women’s Leadership Connection - The Art of Connecton, DLX, 11:45am-1pm
04/23/25   Business Professionals Day, Mid-Ohio Conference Center, 11:30am-1pm 
05/15/25   Business After Hours, Snow Trails, 5-7pm
06/06/25   2025 Reigonal Economic Forum, The Blueberry Patch & 1285 Winery, 12-3pm
06/20/25   Chamber Golf Classic, Deer Ridge Golf Club

UPCOMING
CHAMBER 

EVENTS
Register for these events HERE 

or visit our event calendar at 
www.richlandareachamber.

https://www.rniinc.com/
https://www.eoastudiogallery.com/
https://www.citygardencafe.org/
https://drminc.com/
https://esconsult.net/
https://www.grpumps.com/
https://www.mymechanics.com/business/
https://www.cosebenefitplan.com/chambers?WT.mc_id=pro-grp-2023-108
https://www.ohiohealth.com/
https://parknationalbank.com/
https://www.richlandsource.com/
https://www.midohiojobs.net/
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/2025-nonprofit-fair-6193
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-after-hours-expo-eve-6184
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-expo-2025-unleash-the-pawsibilites-6179
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/employmepalooza-2025-employer-registration-6196
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/introduction-to-cybersecurity-for-small-businesses-6195
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/chamber-coffee-at-richland-source-6199
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/women-s-leadership-connection-the-art-of-connection-transforming-customer-service-through-genuine-interaction-6181
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-professionals-day-event-2025-6185
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/business-after-hours-snow-trails-6188
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/2025-regional-economic-forum-6197
https://portal.richlandareachamber.com/events/details/chamber-golf-classic-at-deer-ridge-golf-club-6172



